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that'll be fine let's go back to the network now and see what they have the operating room that the vice 
president is fine she was taken back into another first floor room where Johnson originally had gone asked if 
her husband also had been wounded she shook her head negatively she said he had not been super service 
man pushed reporters away and permitted no more questions of course you can imagine the confusion in the 
emergency circumstances the confusion that must exist around that hospital now we understand that we are 
ready to switch to Washington for a report from there we are come here Washington we are ready to switch 
to Washington for a direct report from there but for some reason under the circumstances we seem to be 
having a little difficulty was that which I'm sure will be cleared up in a moment come in Washington we were 
told from our control room here in New York that Washington was standing by with a report but we've been 
unable to reach them at this moment I'm sure that in a matter of seconds perhaps in another minute or two 
we will be able to reach Washington did you have something else | just thought we might recap for those 
who probably heard about it just a few moments ago | think there's a good idea it happened that the 
president and the government Connolly was shot and when their motorcade as it entered another fast while 
going through with downtown Dallas and from the shots were first fired they were thought to be three that 
later was confirmed little four shots the president fellow or face down Governor Connally apparently was 
wounded in the body he fell forward mrs. Kennedy leaped up and cried oh no and tried to hold the 
president's head up 
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tried to hold the president's head up the blood was seen on the president's head and a Secret Service agent 
apparently was shot by one of the assassins bullets as well and of course you haven't from there Ron thanks 
very much ad in case you did join us late or had not heard the news those are the facts so far as we know 
them up to this time and last I'm receiving word now we are-- we have received word that two priests who 
were with the president have reported that the president is dead now here here again we must we must 
emphasize that this is not an official announcement it has not been announced by the White House or 
anyone in the official party traveling with the president but The Associated Press quotes two priests who 
were with the president stating that he died from the bullet wounds or wound inflicted upon him by a sniper 
we have to assume that it was a sniper who fired from a considerable distance the president was given the 
last rites of the Roman Catholic Church at about one o'clock Dallas time and at that time the first reports 
were that the president was still alive however this latest word says that the priests were under the 
impression the president was dead at the time the last rites were administered we of course are going to 
keep the air here and we will bring you whatever reports come in as they come in from the wire services from 
our reporters on the scene and from Washington and Dallas directly we will be going to Washington before 
long for a direct report from there at Zimmerman is sitting here beside me he has a telephone to Dallas and 
is in 
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has a telephone to Dallas and is in touch with our reporter bill Lord who is at the hospital and has been in 
touch with people at the scene Edie is there anything new there no there is nothing new what Ron the bill left 
the phone to check with the Sheriff's Office he did confirm the death of The Secret Service agent the fact that 
at least a dozen eyewitnesses have been brought in for interrogation and the fact that one suspect has been 
picked up he is in there being questioned now there have been no details everyone is being very close- 
mouthed in the sheriff's office and of course there is a great deal of rumor bill mentioned the great deal of 
rumor as is understandable at a time like this so we would hesitate to pass any of that along would stick 
strictly with the facts as we get them Thank You ed Silverman now we're going to try again to switch to 
Washington and Edward P Morgan here you are seeing and repeat Morgan but at the moment unfortunately 
you are not hearing it we will get that problem straightened out shortly we have a report that Senator Edward 
Kennedy the president's brother who was presiding over the Senate today when word came that the 
president had been shot an aide informed him and he rushed out of the Senate chamber Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy the president's younger brother and closest advisor was having lunch at home when the 
word came of the shooting his personal the president's personal secretary said the Attorney General was 
remaining at the Kennedy hickory hill estate in McLean Virginia awaiting further words newsman carried the 
word to House Speaker John McCormack at a luncheon table in Washington he said this is terrible all | can 
say is that it is a terrible thing and all Americans of all religions and faiths are praying for the president and 
governor Connally now now 


00:06:06 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=r1rK7TbzVek&t=366s 





president and governor Connally now now we're receiving a report here the United Press reports the United 
forces president died at 135 that would be 135 Eastern Time | presume that would have been about 135 
Central Time that was only about two minutes ago now that again is a United Press International report it is 
not attributed we do not know whether that is an official announcement by anyone in the Kennedy party we 
have another photograph of mr. Kennedy in the motorcade which was taken minutes before the 
assassination attempt this is a still photograph of the president in the motorcade you see he's riding in an 
open car and were informed at the time that the shots struck him he was standing in that car unfortunately 
apparently making a good target for the sniper who was hiding somewhere and may have fired from a 
considerable distance probably with a high-powered rifle considering the accuracy with which he shot and 
also the fact that one of the Secret Service agents was killed the Secret Service agents normally walked 
directly beside the car on either side we do not see any in this photograph but usually two or three Secret 
Service agents will walk on either side of the car so that they are there to spot any anyone who looks like a 
troublemaker government sources now confirm we have this from Washington government sources now 
confirm President Kennedy is dead so that apparently is the final word and an incredible event that | am sure 
no one except the 
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that | am sure no one except the assassin himself could have possibly imagined would occur on this day the 
President and mrs. Kennedy a gentleman sitting on your right my left is bird ship we'll have some film to run 
in just a few moments but right now what we're going to run is a videotape recording of the program we had 
on the air here at about 1:45 today immediately about 10 minutes after president 1245 I'm sorry Central 
Standard Time 12:45 let's we'll roll that tape Bert is the system news director and chief Cameron and so forth 
Bert a black day but from the last report from police they are converging on an area in the 300 block or 
somewhere near the 300 snuck maybe too many people well they're already out debating hello cliff and they 
believe that they might have the Sasson out there they're looking for a white male 35 about five eight in 
height you got a white shirt and that's about all | Know right now but they are putting an unusually great 
number of petite policemen out in that area and so that's why we take some strength into this in this just 
routine call it and also there's been a report that a policeman has been shot out there was shot and killed | 
don't know well is it confirmed now that the Secret Service man and well | say we don't know the condition of 


Connally now too we know we don't he was said he is our and of course he was shot in the chest and the 
first details from the Parkland Hospital very sketchy he just we talked to congressman right we talked to 
senator Ralph Yarborough and they were so as you'll see on film in a moment are very visibly shaken well uh 
no Bobby let's hold the film please of course the 
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let's hold the film please of course the of course the film that bird is talking about is unedited and it was 
rushed through and we'll have more film throughout the day as the boys bring it in we are not making any 
attempt to edit it down as you would see on our regularly news scheduled newscast because it's impossible 
and you understand that | am sure the time now is 20 minutes until 2:00 o'clock Central Standard Time the 
president died five minutes ago he arrived in Fort Worth last night this morning at nine o'clock in Fort Worth 
he made his speech at 10:00 at 11:35 he arrived in Dallas and it one at 12:35 wasn't right at 12:35 he was 
shot and an hour later was pronounced dead he died in a hospital after being cut down as you know now the 
call went out about 30 minutes after we arrived back in the station which would make it about five minutes 
after one call went out for the top specialists in the Dallas area all so far two priests who were there the 
eyewitness report that we're going to play back here in just a moment that we aired earlier this afternoon the 
eyewitness said that they could see the bullet hit mr. Kennedy and also see governor Connally double over 
birth was telling me out of out of the out of the trademark you knew something was wrong the minute that car 
came by 70 or 80 miles it was it was going full speed when we thought that that that they were just going to 
slow down but they didn't they went right on past it and and for about they went on how to go about a mile 
from the Trade Mart to the to the Parkland High and they were going in top speed and we had even a chance 
to get any pictures mmm there were a good distance way but we hopped in the police car and went on out to 
Parkman oh we got these Burt why don't you scoot up for just a minute let Pierce almond come in Pierce 
was there's 
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Pierce almond come in Pierce was there's a program director of WFA radio Pierce how are you I'm a little bit 
shook right now Jay | didn't know until | got back and one of the newsroom just now that the president had 
died because where | was | was locked in the Texas schoolbook depository building | headed for there right 
after the shots and they weren't letting anyone Pierce excuse me here we have our tape ready to roll we are 
feeding now very good ladies and gentlemen from wfaa-tv and Dallas what you are about to see is the first 
eyewitness report that we could line up this program went on the air in Dallas Texas approximately 10 
minutes after the president was shot then after that we will have film that is completely unedited that was 
made and we we and frankly we do not know what's on the film so right now let's run the videotape of the 
program this morning with the eyewitnesses coming in about 10 or 15 minutes ago a tragic thing from all 
indications at this point has happened in the city of Dallas let me quote to you this and | hope you'll excuse 
me if | am out of breath a bulletin this is from the United Press from Dallas President Kennedy and Governor 
John Connally have been cut down by assassin's bullets in downtown Dallas they were riding an open 
automobile when the shots were fired the president his limp body carried in the arms of his wife Jacqueline 
has rushed to Parkland Hospital and if you'll excuse me if | give some directions and we talk about what 
we're gonna do here for the next few minutes but Bobby let's take this if you please particularly interview with 
the eyewitness people it is being taped good here's a piece of copy that was rushed to me and was torn off 
from the United Press in Dallas President Kenny has been shot in Dallas has been shot in Dallas Texas he 
was shot as a motorcade left downtown Dallas mrs. Kennedy jumped up and grabbed the president she 
cried oh no as the motorcade sped on an Associated Press photographer James alguns 8It G&S reports he 
saw blood on the president's head the AP man said 


00:14:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=r1rK7TbzVek&t=842s 





on the president's head the AP man said he heard two shots but thought someone was shooting fireworks 
until he saw the blood on the president he also said he saw no one with a gun we were awfully close Jerry 
Haynes as you know l'm mr. peppermint we were awfully close to being an eyewitness we were standing on 
Houston Street between main and the next street over Jerry come in would you please and the next street 
over we would watch the president come by and gave him in the applaud that is do the office of the president 
of United States and as he turned left two or three shots rang out we thought they were firecrackers until | 
thought they did until the last shot rang out and we heard people screaming and we rushed over in time to 
see a policeman standing behind one of the fire poles look looking around it if for some place to shoot 
someone to shoot at I'd like to remind you here that as the news comes in to the newsroom we will be on the 
air we'll have our eyewitness people here in just a moment Vicki would you see if they need some coffee or 
something these people are awfully shaken up they come awfully close they were in the line of fire Jerry | 
remember Jay you said | thought it was you know a pea Parker my cracker or something like that and then 
they followed one shot and then a second or two later another shot and then another second a third one third 
shot and you said the man's been shot at and we both turned no | said my god that's gunshot that's right and 
then we turned right over we were behind the mr. Dooley statue right and it ran over to the cement wall and 
we saw people beginning to scatter in places and | believe our would you go check in the news room now 
and as the men come in from the field or if they have stories please let me know and also get someone to 
check with we were supposed to take the feed from KRLD they may still be doing a feed from their check 
and let me know and until our news crew gets back in we will sort of use this studio as our headquarters 
these people and you will excuse me | don't want to interrupt you I'm so sorry because | know that you were 
so upset but | would like to talk to you for a minute Sal ittle bit awkward so the 
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minute Sal ittle bit awkward so the camera shots will have to fall as they may I'm gonna stand right here may 
| have your name please sir building and this is mrs. Nolan was awful and this is Joe play James and this 
says very good tell me what you saw and what you felt what happened to you we were we just come from 
wealthy doctor standing the president and the first lady and we were just in front of the triple underpass on 
now I'm straightening at the edge of the curve but the president's called with some 30 feet stilled yet and 
then flying | was coming towards my head first shot and the president | don't know who was hit first with the 
president jumped up in his seat and | thought it scared him | thought it was a firecracker because he looked 
you know fair and then as the car got directly in front of us will gunshot apparently from behind us hit the 
pressure in the south side of the temple did you do you think the first gunshot came front of behind you - | 
think it come from the same location not apparently back up on the mall nomenclature all of you folks have 
gone out under the viaduct and as you turn going under the viaduct on the left-hand side there's some grass 
you should think the shot came from up on top of the vibe that guitar the president is that correct yes sir no 
no not on the viaduct itself that up on top of the hill a little mound of ground near the garden how far away do 
you would you say that is from where the president was a couple 300 yards from Earth well | have no right 
because | didn't see the or the gunshot come from what we were looking directly at the president when he 
was here and he was more less tricky and finalists and we didn't realize what happened to everything cybers 
head whenever the bullet didn't inhale did you see the blood 
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inhale did you see the blood Ksenia yes listen | see my wife nothing it was often kind of what do you do sir 
I'm a construction worker electrician is this the is this the first time that that you have seen a President of the 
United States did you see when he was in 1961 you'll see today off to come downtown and see the president 
yes every day we want our children to say it were you in the line of fire noticed | remember vividly than ever | 
walked over and looked over the banister there and saw across the street that you were down on the ground 
so that to keep out of the line of fire what was the first thought | thought it was a firecracker and | saw the 
blood and | | had the baby and | just ran and we got on top of him and laid on the grass | was scared me it 
was terrible did you see anyone else hit besides they like to remind you that this is Jay Watson I'm speaking 
to him the studio's of wfaa-tv and Dallas the tape that you just have witnessed was played back 


approximately ten minutes on our station after the president was shot this afternoon in Dallas the tape of the 
eyewitness there were others these the two people as you could see we were in a state of confusion there at 
the moment but at least we did have the eyewitness report for you in case you have tuned in late 
government sources in Washington say that President Kennedy is dead he was shot at approximately 12:30 
5:00 this afternoon in Dallas Texas the gentleman on my left and on your right is Bert chip who is in charge 
of the photographers in our newsroom and Bert you have some film missed a minute Bobby 
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you have some film missed a minute Bobby is the film ready to roll yet no they're cueing up the film now that 
Bert took at Parkland Hospital as | understand Jay it's gonna start out some brief scenes at the Market Hall 
are at Trade Mart where the president was due to arrive it's about probably a mile from the scene of the 
downtown shooting and of course we had no word at Market Hall as to what went on downtown all the film 
and it was a complete mystery the police didn't even know but we knew as you'll see by halfway through the 
film the police went on past the market hall area our Trade Mart rather and and on it to Parkland Hospital 
probably whenever you're ready go ahead and roll in let's see what we got excuse me no oh this is a shot 
there we go here's the market there's Market Hall Trade Mart it's right across the street from there they hada 
big welcome sign for the president there the corner of industrial and Stemmons it says welcome Jackie and 
now this was the place where the president was supposed to make his speech here's some the gentleman 
carrying signs | guess you'd call him gentlemen they had these signs they were wasn't causing any trouble 
they were run off moments after this told it there was private property and they couldn't be around there and 
they wouldn't talk to us other than they said their sign spoke for themselves there are some of the crowd 450 
extra policemen called on duty everybody waited anxiously and waited and waited and waited there's a 
policeman ushering Felber name is Joyner from Grand Prairie back across the street the boys had their 
mouths taped up so they wouldn't be able to answer any questions now there's goes the president on up the 
hill there he's been this is after we found out was something wrong and speeding fast yeah and here's 
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wrong and speeding fast yeah and here's the disappointed crowd left there at the trademart | went up on the 
the roadway there to ask some placement here we go to the hospital there's a homicide detectives in front of 
us there's Parkland Hospital there's the entrance police cars all over the place there is congressman right 
these he's teary-eyed as you could imagine and there's the presidential limousine the Secret Service men 
shaking it over there's right again right in Yarborough there's a Secret Service man is taking it's the type of 
mattress or something out the back of the car there and there's chief curry he just couldn't believe it he'd put 
everything he had into this visit and gave the men all types of instruction there's inside of a car | don't know 
why that's must been Connolly's car there's some more shots of the everybody waiting expectantly at this 
time no one knew anything then there goes in this Lincoln the president's press secretary inside and there's 
Garber again Senator Yarborough and he says the sight was too gruesome to describe and there's a final 
parting shot from Parkland the film of and the quality of the film of course you can understand and also the 
fact that was not edited this gentleman's Bob Walker and news director of WFAA television Bob you have 
some last-minute items there just this that Vice President is on his way to Washington where he will be 
sworn in the president's children on the second floor of the house and have not been told as yet that their 
father was killed and the White House news staff is under a state of complete White House staff | should say 
is under a state of 
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staff | should say is under a state of complete collapse first reports said that President Kennedy was shot 
from an overpass our wfaa-tv reporter mouth couch saw the gun emerge from the upper storey of the 
warehouse which has turned out to be the second floor of the Texas Book Depository which is a familiar sign 
let me interrupt you here where this is Jay Watson and Bob Walker wfaa-tv in Dallas let's switch now to ABC 
in New York this is Ron Cochran at the ABC News headquarters in New York just to recapitulate what most 


of you I'm sure already know by now President Kennedy is dead the 35th President of the United States born 
May 29 1917 in Boston the first Catholic president ever elected he was also the youngest man ever elected 
president he was the first American chief executive to face the possibility of nuclear warfare he risk it with a 
show of force to protect American interests later he succeeded in achieving an accord with Russia limiting 
nuclear tests and that occurred only recently now we go to Washington for a direct report from Ed Morgan 
this is Edward P Morgan in Washington | have just come from the White House the president is dead the 
word came to the White House from a doctor in Dallas the scene in the White House is a mixture of stunned 
disbelief anger and heartbreak | saw McGeorge Bundy the president's chief adviser on international security 
affairs his eyes were red rimmed he was silent he shook my hands in silence by coincidence | happen to 
have lunch with Ralph Duncan one of the other presidents one of the presidents other top advisers we drove 
back to the White House together on our way back we saw lots of students at George Washington University 
standing in the street listening to the horrible news on the radio when | got to the 
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news on the radio when | got to the White House secretaries were sobbing audibly in the corridors Charles 
hoarse key the president's advisor for District of Columbia Affairs was walking back and forth in the corridor 
with his hands beating his forehead Hubert Humphrey happened to be the at the lunch that Duncan and | 
attended at the Chilean embassy where we both got the news the Senators first reaction was one of high 
indignation and his audible reaction was unprintable he immediately went to the Senate where the news had 
already been given there is no official sookesman ironically enough at the White House at this moment 
Pierre Salinger the president's press secretary is not in Texas but that last reports was on the way in the air 
from Honolulu to Tokyo with Secretary of State Dean Rusk at this moment it seems hardly the time and yet 
the in a inexorability of events make it necessary to report what the order of events is now Vice President 
Lyndon Johnson will be the next president of the United States according to the processes of law he must be 
sworn in as soon as possible Calvin Coolidge was sworn in in New England at midnight as | recall after 
Warren Harding had died in San Francisco of blood poisoning Harry Truman was sworn in you may 
remember in Washington in April 1945 after Franklin D Roosevelt felt had died of a stroke in Warm Springs 
Georgia this news at this point has so stunned the capital that there is no rational progression of events 
nobody is thinking about much of anything except the indescribable incredible fact that the man who came 
out of Fort Worth with his customary PT boat vigor at seven o'clock this morning made two speeches in Fort 
Worth and then went on to Dallas is now a man in his 46th year 
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to Dallas is now a man in his 46th year the youngest president of the United States ever to be elected as 
such the first Roman Catholic ever to be elected as such is dead this is Edward P Morgan in Washington this 
is Ron Cochran in the ABC News headquarters in New York senators were told crowded around two news 
tickers waiting for word of the shooting many of the Senators remain slumped in their seats on the floor until 
Senate Democratic leaders called the Senate back into session Senator Richard Russell of Georgia said the 
whole nation is shocked by this dastardly crime and after a 15-minute recess the Senate returned and had 
the Reverend Frederick Brown Harris Senate chaplain say a prayer the Senate adjourned after the chaplains 
prayer that President Kennedy's life might be spared that of course was before word came that he had 
already died Vice President Johnson's office says it has no information to confirm rumors that Johnson has 
been wounded in the shooting that however was an earlier word and evidently the vice president was not 
injured according to all the information we have we were told from Dallas a few minutes ago that the vice 
president is already on his way back to Washington possibly is attempting to get back to the airport | doubt 
that he has had time to leave Dallas in any event according to the best information we have Vice President 
Johnson will not take the oath of office as president until he returns to Washington on the seventh floor of the 
hotel Commodore here in New York where the Democratic state committee has headquarters about a dozen 
women and including members of the staff broke into tears all normal activities ceased in the hotel and in 
nearby office buildings they were crowded around radio and television sets as I'm sure millions of persons 
are all over the country by this time and incidentally you may have 
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this time and incidentally you may have seen of course a good deal of confusion in our reports quite naturally 
all of us in the television and radio industry were taken quite by surprise by this event obviously no one could 
possibly in his wildest dream have imagined that such a thing would happen the word came of course that 
the shooting had taken place during the normal lunch time here in New York and all of us that all the 
network's rushed back from wherever we were at the time and got on the air as quickly as possible and we 
are still operating under more or less emergency and impromptu conditions but we are staying on the air to 
bring you the news every bit of information as it comes to us from the wire services and from our own 
reporters in Dallas and in Washington we have just received word that assistant presidential press secretary 
Malcolm Kilduff confirms that Johnson that is Vice President Johnson was not hit by the rifle fire the new 
president previously had been reported wounded so | think that there is no doubt now that Lyndon Johnson 
is all right he was not injured in the shooting mayor Wagner and here in New York was at a luncheon club 
when he received the news he reported he was watching the news of the shooting on television described 
the event as a terrible thing will be receiving various comments by dignitaries and others all over the country 
the only thing of course that all of us can say at this time is that this was a shocking shocking thing 
something which no one could have imagined would happen and yet it has President Kennedy was the first 
president to be assassinated since William McKinley was shot and that was in 1901 the 60 two years ago 
and this is the first death of a president in office since Franklin D Roosevelt died of a cerebral 
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Franklin D Roosevelt died of a cerebral hemorrhage at Warm Springs Georgia in April 1945 there have been 
only I guess in this century only three other presidents have been shot at besides McKinley there was an 
attempt on the life of Franklin D Roosevelt and which Mayor Cermak of Chicago was killed and there was an 
attempt on the life by a group of Puerto Rican nationalists in Washington on the life of President Truman 
while he was staying in Blair House at the time that the president of that the White House was being rebuilt | 
was in 1952 Puerto Rican nationalists tried to gun their way into Blair House and the Sasson eight mr. 
Truman who was taking an act a nap at the time on the second floor one White House police officer was 
killed in that shooting and another seriously wounded one of the assassins was killed in a blaze of gunfire on 
Pennsylvania Avenue right across the street from the White House guarding the president of course 
obviously is a very hazardous occupation one of the Secret Service man with traveling with President 
Kennedy was killed by the gunfire today we have not received word that any others were wounded Governor 
John Connally of Texas underwent an operation for the gunshot wound he was struck in the chest he was 
operated on at 2:30 p.m. today his condition is said to be serious is not described as critical but serious the 
governor was not out of the woods according to the doctors they say that his vital the vital signs are good 
however the doctor said Connally Governor Connally had a good pulse his respiration was satisfactory 
according to eyewitnesses governor Connally and President Kennedy fell simultaneously we do not know of 
course at this time whether that indicates that they were 
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whether that indicates that they were both felled by the same bullet which was fired by a sniper according to 
our reporters in Dallas someone saw the muzzle of a gun they merged from a window and a warehouse 
building along the parade route or not far from the parade route we don't know how many shots were fired 
there were more than one possibly three or four do you have any further information ed Sullivan have you 
received any reports if we've got the phone open here Ron that we have the expectancy of the report from 
the Bob Clark any moment he of course was traveling with the presidential party here's something just in it's 
a report out of Washington cost reporting that six members of President Kennedy's cabinet were out of the 
country flying to Japan when the president was killed today they were an hour and a half out of Honolulu and 
the secretaries were advised of the killing and of course Lee immediately turned back they're expected to 
speed directly back to Washington now this party was on its way to a meeting with members of the Japanese 
cabinets in the party on wrote werethe Secretary of State Rusk Secretary of Commerce Hodges Secretary of 


Labor Wirtz and Secretary of the Interior Udall and Secretary of Agriculture Freeman their wives 
accompanied on the course when they heard the news they turned directly back | think it's it's fair to say that 
President Kennedy's administration is perhaps one of the most troubling administration's of all time partly 
because of the availability of jet planes and therefore the relative ease of travel but also because it was part 
of the pattern of President Kennedy's method of operating he liked to travel he liked to go to the they scene 
where things were happening and to see and hear for himself and partly because of 
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hear for himself and partly because of the president's own inclinations in those directions there was a great 
deal of traveling done by him and his staff but also he surrounded himself with people who who seemed to 
like to travel and it is ironic that this event should occur at a time when the White House staff the official 
White House staff was largely depleted you heard earlier that pierre salinger the president's news secretary 
was on his way to tokyo and many of the other top ranking officials of the White House were not at their 
desks not even in Washington so that this did perhaps slow up the transmission of news considering the 
president somewhat we have word that the Russian news agency Tass tired of flash on its international 
english language radio teletype circuit at 2:45 p.m. today the Fleiss said it has just been officially announced 
that the united states president john f kennedy has died in a hospital after an attempt was made on his life by 
persons as believed from among the extreme right-wing elements the identity of the assassin or assassins 
we do not know whether it's more than one person the identity has not been established sheriff's officers in 
Dallas took a young man into custody at the scene and questioned him behind closed doors we're told and a 
Dallas television reporter said he saw a rifle being withdrawn from a window you heard that on our broadcast 
here a few minutes ago and he said it was on the fifth or sixth floor of an office building shortly after the 
gunfire Kennedy was shot at 1:25 p.m. Eastern Standard Time we go now to Don Goddard with me in the 
studio here is a man who spent eight years as as press secretary for our President Eisenhower and has 
used to the precautions taken by for the president's safety and he is jim 
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for the president's safety and he is jim hegarty now vice president of ABC Paramount Pictures Jim what 
security measures would have been taken in this case well Don whenever the president goes anyplace there 
is always an advance party of Secret Service men that go out into the area they work closely with the local 
municipal police or with the Sheriff's Department in the county and with the State Police they make the 
advanced preparations yeah during a motorcade where this terrible thing happened there is always the driver 
of the presidential car is a member we have a two and Bob just to recap this would you go to the very latest 
that you have on the president and the situation there and some of the reaction there till | Know it's been 
quite a shock to all words in the doctors who were in attendance is known of course that Bertha was killed by 
one shot that struck him in the right temple | can recap briefly the tragic chain of event presidential boy to 
downtown Dallas the crowds couldn't have been friendlier 
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the crowds couldn't have been friendlier couldn't have been more cordial or more enthusiastic they were 
extremely large they must have been at least probably more than that along the route of the motorcade come 
love airport in Dulles through downtown Dallas the we had just rounded the corner at the fringe of the brilliant 
business district when treetopolis suddenly rang out but they they frightened the automobile backfiring they 
were extremely loud | was in a car at the pool man for the American Radeon television networks with an 
encourages three cars behind the president we heard that this was no more than two or three seconds 
elapsed before from the White House in Washington this immediate stop to take a turbine to a follow car 
somebody acres piled up then leap back in we saw one of them pull out a submachine gun they leave back 
into the car and the motorcade took off very rapidly it had just entered a a way for miles away | kept up with 
the motorcade we were coming 50 feet behind the car carrying the president when he entered the hospital 
ground 
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mr. Kennedy standing by pulling on lifted by the agents in place on the stretcher wheeled immediately into 
the emergency ward and is still in critical condition lying in the open the only person besides the Secret 
Service agent in the car with Kenley Conley and the first lady when the president was wheeled into the 
hospital economy will still bring again on the front seat of the car the prior to this day guy as known as she 
while we were waiting for this especially to be wheeled up forth McKenna's the bike president we've been 
serving in a car before candy with places for this court arrived at the hospital we went to 


00:46:10 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=r1rK7TbzVek&t=2770s 





court arrived at the hospital we went to almost an hour without the penny medical word at fall all these 
recorded where he had been wheeled into the emergency ward with clothes off agent Senator Yarborough 
attested to it also ban can be protected in the car with the Secret Service maintains between Lee Richter 
precautions during this day no one in that meant absolutely knows no one was permitted down the corridor 
within this to the emergency room where the president then lay the official word was made in the lobby of the 
White House the only development at this time we still had no further medical details the only further 
development came just a few minutes ago when the president the ground care bearing the president's body 
was out of the hospital put in place in an ambulance and taken to a Dalek funeral 
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let's go now to Don Goddard with me here in the studio Jim Haggerty who spent eight years as press 
secretary of President Eisenhower's you know and who had a hand in the planning of many motorcades like 
this to prevent the very thing the very greatest dread but the thing that has happened today Jim is now a vice 
president of ABC Jim what precautions normally would be taken and why did they break down in this case 
well | don't think they broke down there is always an advanced Secret Service detail that goes to any City 
and works with the local police the Sheriff's Office the State Police in protecting the line of loot | want to 
present the United States or any official of our country is traveling in an open car you cannot guard every 
single window you cannot guard every single building so you have to go for a show of force an obvious show 
of police protection in an open car or in any car the president rides in the driver is a Secret Service man and 
the man in the front seat is a sacred C with the Secret Service man immediately following the presidential car 
there is at least one and sometimes to follow-up Secret Service cars the drivers of those cars are members 
of the Secret Service and the occupants are Secret Service and special assignment from the municipal 
police force or the state police force or the sheriff's office | have seen many motorcades talk to many officials 
of law enforcement agencies throughout our country and around the world and each of them say the same 
thing that a rifle shot particularly from a window of a building 
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particularly from a window of a building is pretty tough to guard against but the President of the United States 
man in that officer has to be completely a fatalist about his own welfare and fearless and and fearless and all 
of our presidents | think have been that way the very fact that at least the suspect has been seized shows 
that the security was working to a safety point but this has happened the attempts have happened before 
and Ron Cochran has reported the other events at in front of Blair House in 1950 with President Truman in 
Miami with president-elect Roosevelt but the thing that this one a little different than any others was that this 
was a rifle apparently used with the locksmith in the past there only one of a man outside of the Puerto 
Ricans who fired at a president that knew how to shoot a firearm was John Wilkes Booth all of the other 
attempts on the lives of the President had by then by screwballs who were fired a gun for the first time in 
their life at a president of the United States Jim that we now have some film of fresh film in Dallas which and 
we will go to our Dallas newsroom for that J Watson and Bob Walker at wfaa-tv in Dallas the ABC News 
information center for this area the eyes of the nation in the hearts of the nation are with mrs. Kennedy today 
and the eyes of Dallas Texas are held in shame ow they maybe we have a film available that was excuse me 


Bob go ahead they report this bulletin that a Secret Service agent and a Dallas policemen were shot and 
killed here today they were shot some distance from the area where President Kennedy was assassinated 
no other information immediately available from there except one more point here 
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from there except one more point here that this Secret Service lieutenant Perry Kaminski has said the 
assassins weapon appears to have been a high-powered army or Japanese rifle of 25 caliber the entire 
building where the sniper was located was evacuated if we could get a picture of our map here and show 
somewhere of the building it was a Tay it's a Texas school block School Book Depository which means 
exactly what it says this is the car where the president was this is what we call our triple underpass in Dallas 
this is the grassy area where and it was originally thought that the shots came from in here and now it's 
believed that the shots came from this building here we have a film now and by the way we have the the one 
of the men someone and | should say someone has been arrested in one of the downtown theaters they 
don't know if it was the man who shot the policeman or the person who actually shot President Kennedy and 
Governor Connally it's in our process it's being processed now we'll have that just as soon as it possible right 
now we have an interview with an investigating officer so let's roll that film please oh yeah you saw him at 
that's where the guy was they're open my Mike this is the of course you realize that the film is unedited and 
this is one of the parts of the film without the the sound on it this film was made in one of the 
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this film was made in one of the investigators offices here in Dallas and we will have the interview in just a 
few moments I'd like to repeat that we will have some videotape later in the day of the president's arrival at 
Love Field in Dallas at approximate 11:35 this morning in one hour later the president was shot this film and 
sheriff bill Decker's office sheriff sheriff of Dallas County the the city of Dallas | know your position inspector 
please the building that they shot from this is the building if the witnesses said they had seen a man up there 
and some with a rifle and also we found some empty rifle shows on the fifth floor but we would have been 
directly above us directly above us indications were that he had been there for some time Department taken 
any precautions against bucket incident we thought we had all of the building it stands now there is a 
something there or witness what did they see as far as the president and the governor swap over yeah yes 
bulletins here police have arrested a white man in the Riverside section of Fort Worth in connection with a 
shooting of a Dallas policeman the man has denied any connection with the assassin assassination of 
President candidate of 
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assassination of President candidate of course there will be a lot of stories coming in like that everybody 
that's picked up here will be in some way or another connected we do not know at this moment in Dallas 
from the latest word we've done from our reporters from the police chief and from the Sheriff's Department if 
any of the people arrested so far are actually the person who pull the trigger it seems like that the building 
the building that the shot was fired from is a building used by the state of Texas to store schoolbooks it's an 
old building a building that would be hard to cover it stands over the viaduct as the progress there are 15 or 
20 different places throughout the building that someone could be hiding to take a shot | don't know any thing 
I'd like to speak here for the city of Dallas we are ashamed at the moment we are stunned the whole world is 
done but at this moment | don't think anybody could be more stunned than the people who live in our city we 
have only a few weeks ago when Adlai Stevenson was here and you're all familiar with the incidents that 
took place there and all of us were commenting this morning and all of us for the last few days have been 
commenting that we hope nothing would happen to bring disgrace to Dallas the messages are coming in to 
our newsroom from all over the state coming in from all over the world we will have how do we stand on our 
film Bob if you be able to check before we do have in the meantime let's show the videotape of the president 
arriving we have the videotape of the president arriving this morning is that correct okay we are now queuing 
up the videotape of the president's arrival in Dallas this 
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president's arrival in Dallas this morning Bob | couldn't help but | was at the airport broadcasting the the 
arrival couldn't help but mention how thrilled the crowds were that the president broke away from his normal 
routine and and rushed up to the fences and shook hands with a hundreds of people estimate now 
somewhere between 1,500 and 2,000 people at Love Field and | couldn't help but remark how great spirits 
he was in and his wife their Texas reception thus far had been just wonderful better than suspected in 
Houston perhaps not quite as good in San Antonio | think above all expectations in Fort Worth this morning 
he had stepped out in the parking lot and talked to 8,000 people in Fort Worth and his wife wasn't a long a 
few people were disappointed the president very jokingly remarked well it takes Jackie a little longer to get 
prettied up than it does me and that's where she is now he told the crowd then he went inside and addressed 
the breakfast meeting over there at the Texas hotel where they had spent the night and then came on into 
Dallas and the Dallas reception was was just tremendous at Love Field the crowds are roaring and cheering 
and and straining forward to get a good look at the president and then as he and his wife broke away and 
came up smiling to the fences walked all along that fence and now let's see it | think the videotape is ready of 
the president's arrival here this morning there he is he's waving at a lot of people smiling Secret Service men 
all around why this is something they break right away and come right up to the fence and the people who 
waited all morning in this fence well rewarded with a glimpse and a lot up with a close look and a handshake 
for the President of the United States in his life and he's coming right down to Florida and port our fine 
camera positions here the press is having a 


END 


